
Electric 
upgrades
New, programmable 
exhibit lighting lights 
up as tours go through. 
Installed conduits for 
future audio tours.

�e grassroots fundraising 
campaign to restore the 
national treasure that is Kam 
Wah Chung took a giant 
leap forward in late 2002, 
when the Friends of Kam 
Wah Chung & Co. formed 
as a non-pro�t organization.

�e group’s goal moved 
from merely keeping the 
museum open to funding 
vital upgrades to the 
building.  �e compelling 
story of Kam Wah Chung 
helped the group raise 
$30,000 and statewide and 
national awareness of the 
museum’s plight. 

Both the Oregon State 
Parks Trust and Oregon’s 
First Lady, Mary Oberst, 
got involved. A  volunteer 
committee sought and 
received a National Historic 
Landmark designation for 
the museum. By (date), 
the Kam Wah Chung 
interpretive center was 
opened, and $1.5 million 
had been raised to complete 
two phases of restoration.

It’s  
important  
to have

Security 
New, hidden sensors allowed removal of 
visible sensors and plexiglass. 

Mechanical room
Rebuilt an original wall to complete the building’s 
historic footprint. �e new room houses the security, 
�re safety and electrical systems.

Cataloging
Removed and catalogued 
all original objects. Each 
item was given a unique 
number, recorded, 
measured, lightly 
cleaned, and identi�ed 
if possible. More than 
30,000 objects have been 
recorded so far.

Archeological digs:
Led by the University of Oregon, two 
digs occurred in the summer of 2005.  
�e digs uncovered, among other things, 
intact bottles, a coin purse, and Chinese 
gaming pieces.

Fire safety
Installed new �re detection 
and suppression system. 
�e detection system 
tests the air for smoke 
and the suppression 
system su�ocates the �re 
with mist, which is less 
damaging than water.
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ApothocaryDoc Hay’s bedroom
Hung historic reproduction wallpaper on three 
walls. Repaired and cleaned original wallpaper 
on the fourth wall.

Epigrams
Cleaned, repaired 
and reattached more 
than 100 epigrams 
(short aphorisms) 
that were attached 
to walls throughout 
the building.

Lung On’s 
bedroom
Replaced �oor and 
ceilings with historically-
appropriate materials. 
Replastered all walls.

Outside
Repointed deep mortar to 
stabilize the building. Installed 
new gutters, downspouts and a 
rain runo� system.

         y 2005, Kam Wah Chung was looking its age. Built in 1880, 
the building was crumbling: its interior was deteriorating fast, 
and its collections needed to be cleaned, restored and catalogued.

Preservationists had two goals:
� � � r Leave no trace
� � � r Maintain historic authenticity
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